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BAGHDAD, Iraq – Soldiers exited their HMMWVs, 
setting down their weapons and removing their 
helmets. Each one shed their desert camouflage 
uniforms and boots to reveal the shorts at T-shirts of 
the U.S. Army physical training uniform.  

These soldiers came to run. 
As the starting horn blew, the crowd surged 

forward beneath the starting banner. Ten kilometers lay 
ahead for many of the day’s competitors, while the 
more ambitious and daring runners would take the 10-
mile challenge. 

More than 700 soldiers, from units as far as 40 
miles away, traveled to Baghdad International Airport 
to participate in the Task Force 1st Armored Division’s 
version of the Washington D.C.’s annual “Army 10-
Miler.” 

“You could either run the race, or don your 
rucksack and road march,” said Lt. Col. Paul Hurley, 
commander of 47th Forward Support Battalion and 
race participant. 

The 47th FSB planned and hosted the event, 
and provided T-shirts to the first 500 registered 
particiapnts. Turnaround points marked the halfway for 
both 10k and 10-mile racers, and 47th personnel 
manned water booths at every mile along the way. 

The first event of its kind on BIAP was timed 
to coincide with Washington, D.C.’s annual 10-mile 
race, said Command Sgt. Maj. Charles Tobin, 47th 
FSB command sergeant major. Those 47th FSB soldiers 
that did not participate in the race itself, volunteered to 
man water points or register and hand out numbers to 
competitors. 

“There are a lot of runners in the Army on 
BIAP that wanted to participate in a 10-mile race, but 
could not because of their deployment here,” said Capt. 
Shannon Schmick, commander Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, 47th FSB. “We wanted to 
put together something that would break up the 
monotony and build morale for all the civilians and 
military participants.” 
 

Army 10k, 10-mile race brings American tradition to soldiers 

Competitors in the U.S. Army 10-kilometer, 10-
miler race at Baghdad International Airport spent 
the morning of Oct. 5 running in the cool breeze, 
sunshine and scenic environment of Iraq’s 
countryside. 
 

Running has long been one of the U.S. Army’s 
physical fitness mainstays, but in an environment like 
Baghdad, running can be a welcome stress release, said 
Schmick.  

Schmick said the event was an administrative 
challenge, with an expected turnout of about 200 
runners, and an actual turnout of over 700. Even with 
such an unexpected response, the race went off without 
a hitch, she said, with credit going to 2nd Lt. Job 
Freedman, officer in charge of event planning, and 
Staff Sgt. Patrick Piper, noncommissioned officer in 
charge of the event. 

“This is one of the most motivational events to 
happen here on BIAP,” said Tobin, who ran with the 
47th’s battalion colors. “It was a battalion effort and we 
have gotten nothing but good feedback.” 

Schick, Tobin and Hurley said they consider 
the event a huge success, and were proud of the 
turnout. 
 “We wanted to bring a little bit of America 
here for the soldiers,” said Hurley. “The Army 10-miler 
is an American tradition, so it is like a little slice of 
home for the soldiers who are away from home.”  



 
 

NEWS 
Bush Asserts Israel's Right to Defense 
WASHINGTON (AP) - President Bush declined to 
criticize Israel Monday for its air strike deep inside Syria, 
saying Israel "has got a right to defend herself."  

But Bush also said he had cautioned Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to try to avoid escalating 
tensions in the region. Bush decried the "needless 
murder" of 19 people in a suicide attack by a Palestinian 
militant group in Israel on Saturday that led to the Israeli 
attack on a suspected terrorist camp in Syria. 
 
S. Korea Halts Consular Work in Beijing 
BEIJING (AP) - Overrun by North Korean asylum-
seekers, South Korea's embassy in the Chinese capital is 
halting consular operations until it can clear out some of 
the would-be defectors, a South Korean diplomat said 
Monday.  

The diplomat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told The Associated Press the closure would 
take effect Tuesday. The decision means millions of 
Chinese - and some foreigners in China - seeking visas 
to South Korea are out of luck for now. 
 
MRI Pioneers Win Nobel Prize in Medicine 
An American and a Briton won the Nobel Prize in 
medicine Monday for discoveries that led to MRI, the 
body-scanning technique that has revolutionized the 
detection of disease by painlessly revealing internal 
organs in exquisite 3-D detail.  

Paul C. Lauterbur, 74, of the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign and Sir Peter Mansfield, 69, of the 
University of Nottingham in England were honored for 
work they did independently of each other in the 1970s. 

SPORTS 
Germany dethrones U.S. with 3-0 victory 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) - The stars who nurtured U.S. women's 
soccer and made it the best in the world will not win another World 
Cup.  

That goal vanished in a 3-0 loss to Germany in the 
semifinals Sunday night.  

''It's the end of an era, a chapter in a book,'' U.S. 
goalkeeper Briana Scurry said.  

Mia Hamm already has said she will retire after next 
year's Olympics, and many others on the team will not be playing 
the game when the next World Cup is held four years from now.  

Germany, with a solid defense and spectacular play by 
goalkeeper Silke Rottenberg, will play Sweden for the World Cup 
title in Carson, Calif., next Sunday. Sweden rallied to defeat 
Canada 2-1 on Sunday night to earn its first finals berth.  

The United States and Canada will meet next Saturday 
in Carson for third place.  

Canada, ranked 12th in the world at the start of the 
tournament and a surprise winner over China in the quarterfinals, 
led 1-0 on Kara Lang's free-kick goal in the 65th minute.  

Sweden tied it minutes later when Malin Mostroem 
caught the Canadians flat-footed for a goal, then Josefine Oeqvist 
glanced one off the post and into the net for the winner in the 86th 
minute.  

The Americans mounted repeated attacks against the 
Germans only to see them thwarted or misfire.  

Rottenberg blocked everything that came her way, and 
even made a diving grab of the ball off Hamm's feet during a 
breakaway threat.  

The scene had been set for an emotional U.S. victory. 
Flag salesman were doing a brisk outside the stadium. Face 
painters drew U.S. flags on the cheeks of youngsters.  

But Germany scored an early goal on a brilliantly 
executed header by Kerstin Garefrekes from a corner kick by 
Renate Lingor, then held off repeated attacks before sealing it 
with goals in the final two minutes by Maren Meinert and Birgit 
Prinz, who has scored seven of Germany's 23 World Cup goals.  

It was the second World Cup loss ever for the United 
States. The other came in the semifinals against Norway in 1995. 
The Norwegians went on to beat Germany for the championship.  

The capacity crowd of more than 27,623 in cozy but 
raucous PGE Park _ many of them youngsters wearing No. 9 
jerseys with the name ''Hamm'' on the back _ chanted ''USA! 
USA!'' to the finish and then after the game ended.  

Hamm and the rest of the aging core of U.S. players had 
wanted so badly to go out with another Cup triumph this year and 
then Olympic gold in 2004. Now only the games in Athens provide 
an attainable goal. After that, Hamm will retire.  

Chaplain’s Thought for the Day: 
In Partnership With God 

      
Your Father knows the things you have need of before 
you ask Him. —Matthew 6:8  
     

A man had transformed an over grown plot of 
ground into a beautiful garden and was showing a 
friend what he had accomplished. Pointing to a bed of 
flowers, he said, "Look at what I did here." His 
companion corrected him, "You mean, 'Look at what 
God and I did here.'" The gardener replied, "I guess 
you're right. But you should have seen the shape this 
plot was in when He was taking care of it by Himself."  

We chuckle at the man's reply, but it expresses 
a wonderful spiritual truth—we are co-workers with 
God. This applies to every area of life, including prayer. 
God has graciously chosen to give us the privilege of 
being His partners in both the physical and spiritual 
areas of life. Partners with God—what a privilege! What 
an incentive to pray!  
    
      Those who pray do God’s work. 

SAFETY TIP: 
POL SAFETY 

 
If handled improperly, fuel can harm people and equipment.  
 

 Only Trained Fuel Handlers Will Pump Fuel  
 Properly Ground Equipment to Decrease the Hazard of 

Static Electricity  
 Always Bond (metal to metal) to Equipment being Refueled
 Place Fire Extinguishers Near Refueling Point, Tanker, and 

Pump 
 Ensure Fuel Spill Kit is Available 
 All POL Handlers Must Wear the Proper Protective 

Equipment  
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